Nearly a month since the World Health Organization\'s declaration of COVID-19 as a pandemic (March 11^th^), it is difficult to determine whether the effects of the coronavirus on the catalysis community will be profound and sustained or incidental and transient. Much will depend on the persistence of the coronavirus itself. We already see an impact on knowledge sharing and productivity within the broader catalysis community.

Globally, nearly all catalyst themed conferences scheduled between March 1^st^ and May 31^st^ have been postponed or canceled. The highly regarded Gordon Research Conference on Catalysis, scheduled for June 28^th^ to July 3^rd^, has been rescheduled for June 2022. As of this writing, major conferences in June -- including the 17^th^ ICC (San Diego, CA; June 14 -- 19) -- are still scheduled to take place. Conferences slated to take place later this summer are still accepting registrations. For international conferences scheduled for later this year, there will be lingering uncertainty concerning travel restrictions and air travel. A significant percentage of the prospective catalyst conference attendees are citizens of the countries that have been most affected by the pandemic -- U.S., Italy, Spain, China, U.K.

COVID-19 is also affecting laboratory research in our universities, the lifeblood of fundamental catalysis. Academic institutions in the U.S. and Europe have largely restricted access to their laboratories to those associated with the identification of vaccines or therapies aimed at preventing COVID-19 or reducing its virulence. Catalysis research that is dependent on experimentation has suffered. Computational catalyst research, and especially modeling, has largely remained unaffected. Some graduate students and post-docs engaged in experimental research will have to extend their time at the university to achieve their objectives. For junior faculty, most universities have adjusted their "tenure clock" to accommodate delays in research, service, and teaching resulting from the pandemic. However, they face a reduced number of opportunities to discuss and present their work.

Companies that have been strong supporters of the international catalysis community are facing some significant economic challenges. Changes in the business outlook could very well impact the number of chemists and chemical engineers that they hire in the near term. The coronavirus may also impact corporate R&D and capital budgets. It is projected that there will be some "belt-tightening" among the major petroleum and petrochemical companies as they face a global decrease in the demand for their products. Global petroleum consumption is predicted to drop by nearly 20% this year -- primarily due to the economic effects of the pandemic. Because of reduced demand, the throughputs of many refineries and petrochemical plants have been "turned down." Several plants have scheduled early turnarounds or have taken this opportunity to shut down for preventive maintenance. The demand for catalysts, which is primarily linked to throughput, will likely fall short of the robust volumes predicted by recent market studies (p. 2).

Yet, there may be some unanticipated upsides for the catalyst community as we work through COVID-19. Professors and universities are likely to become more proficient at distance teaching, opening up catalyst related coursework and prerecorded lectures to a broader audience. Scientists, who are always pressed for time to finish manuscripts and complete grant requests, are likely to find more time to write while being forced to stay out of the laboratory. Restrictions on travel and social distancing may allow for more time to read and to think. Shakespeare allegedly wrote *King Lear*, *Macbeth*, and *Antony and Cleopatra* while in self-quarantine as the bubonic plague closed London theatres in 1606. It may have been his most productive year. In 1665, the Great Plague of London forced Trinity College in Cambridge to close and send its students home. One of these students was Issac Newton. The interruption of his studies permitted young Issac some unstructured time to ponder the universality of gravitational forces. His "animus mirabilis" or year of wonder away from the "distractions of Cambridge" resulted in his formulating the basic concepts associated with integral calculus. The same year, his home-grown experiments with prisms and light formed the basis for his theories on optics. Of course, Shakespeare had domestic help in taking care of his children, and Sir Issac Newton never married, which afforded them the freedom from family obligations that many scientists do not have.

Catalysis is such an essential contributor to the health and prosperity of modern-day society that it is unlikely that even a global pandemic will daunt its progress. Critical experiments not run this spring will be run eventually. In the meantime, improvement in modeling may allow for a more efficient design of the experiments. Papers not presented because of conference cancellations or travel restrictions this year will undoubtedly find their way into seminars or conferences next year. And it is possible that the changes in our daily routines prompted by all the challenges we face with the COVID-19 pandemic may inspire a few of us to think differently about some aspects of catalysis that could eventually lead to breakthroughs.
